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7.15 Proficiency testing and other
comparisons for laboratories

7.15.1 The accreditation body shall establish
procedures to take into account, during the
assessment and the decision-making process,
the laboratory's participation and performance
in proficiency testing.

7.15.2 The accreditation body may organize
proficiency testing or other comparisons itself,
or may involve another body judged to be
competent. The accreditation body shall
maintain a list of appropriate proficiency
testing and other comparison programs.

NOTE : Guidelines on operation and selection
of proficiency testing and related definitions
exist in ISO/IEC Guide 43-1 and ISO/IEC
Guide 43-2.
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7.15.3 The accreditation body shall ensure
that its accredited laboratories participate in
proficiency testing or other comparison
programmes, where available and
appropriate, and that corrective actions are
carried out

when necessary. The minimum amount of
proficiency testing and the frequency of
participation shall be specified in
cooperation with interested parties and shall
be appropriate in relation to other
surveillance activities.

NOTE 1 : It is recognized that there are
particular areas where proficiency testing is
impractical.

NOTE 2 : Proficiency testing may also be
used in many types of inspection. Clause
7.15 should be read in this sense.
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8.1 Obligations of the CAB

8.1.1 The accreditation body shall require the
CAB to conform to the following.

a) The CAB shall commit to fulfil continually the
requirements for accreditation set by the
accreditation body for the areas where
accreditation is sought or granted. This includes
agreement to adapt to changes in the
requirements for accreditation, as set out in
8.2.4.

b) When requested, the CAB shall afford such
accommodation and cooperation as is necessary
to enable the accreditation body to verify
fulfilment of requirements for accreditation.
This applies to all premises where the
conformity assessment services take place.

c) The CAB shall provide access to information,
documents and records as necessary for the
assessment and maintenance of the
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d) The CAB shall provide access to those
documents that provide insight into the
level of independence and impartiality of
the CAB from its related bodies, where
applicable.

e) The CAB shall arrange the witnessing of
CAB services when requested by the
accreditation body.

f) The CAB shall claim accreditation only
with respect to the scope for which it has
been granted accreditation.

g) The CAB shall not use its accreditation
in such a manner as to bring the
accreditation body into disrepute.

h) The CAB shall pay fees as shall be
determined by the accreditation body.
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8.1.2  The accreditation body shall
require that it is informed by the accredited
CAB, without delay, of significant changes
relevant to its accreditation, in any aspect
of its status or operation relating to :

a) its legal, commercial, ownership or
organizational status,

b) the organization, top management and
key personnel,

c) main policies,

d) resources and premises,

e) scope of accreditation, and

f) other such matters that may affect the
ability of the CAB to fulfil requirements for
accreditation.
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8.2 Obligations of the accreditation
body

8.2.1 The accreditation body shall make
publicly available information about the
current status of the accreditations that it
has granted to CABs. This information
shall be updated regularly. The information
shall include the following:

a) name and address of each accredited
CAB;

b) dates of granting accreditation and
expiry dates, as applicable;

c) scopes of accreditation, condensed
and/or in full. If only condensed scopes are
provided, information shall be given on
how to obtain full scopes.
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8.2.2 The accreditation body shall provide the
CAB with information about suitable ways to
obtain traceability of measurement results in
relation to the scope for which accreditation is
provided.

8.2.3 The accreditation body shall, where
applicable, provide information about
international arrangements in which it is
involved.

8.2.4 The accreditation body shall give due
notice of any changes to its requirements for
accreditation. It shall take account of views
expressed by interested parties before deciding
on the precise form and effective date of the
changes. Following a decision on, and
publication of, the changed requirements, it
shall verify that each accredited body carries
out any necessary adjustments.
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8.3 Reference to accreditation and use
of symbols

8.3.1 An accreditation body, as
proprietor of the accreditation symbol that
is intended for use by its accredited CABs,
shall have a policy governing its protection
and use. The accreditation symbol shall
have, or be accompanied with, a clear
indication as to which activity (as indicated
in Clause 1) the accreditation is related. An
accredited CAB is allowed to use this
symbol on its reports or certificates issued
within the scope of its accreditation.
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8.3.2 The accreditation body shall take
effective measures to ensure that the
accredited CAB

a) fully conforms with the requirements of
the accreditation body for claiming
accreditation status, when making reference
to its accreditation in communication media
such as the Internet, documents, brochures,
or advertising,

b) only uses the accreditation symbols for
premises of the CAB that are specifically
included in the accreditation,

c) does not make any statement regarding
its accreditation that the accreditation body
may consider misleading or unauthorized,
d) takes due care that no report or certificate
nor any part thereof is used in a misleading
manner,

€) upon suspension or withdrawal of its
accreditation (however determined),
discontinues its use of all advertising matter
that contains any reference to an accredited
status, and
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f) does not allow the fact of its
accreditation to be used to imply
that a product, process, system or
person is approved by the
accreditation body.

8.3.3  The accreditation body
shall take suitable action to deal
with incorrect references to
accreditation status, or misleading
use of accreditation symbols found
in advertisements, catalogues, etc.

NOTE : Suitable actions include
request for corrective action,
withdrawal of accreditation,
publication of the transgression
and, if necessary, other legal
action.
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